CGS Assistant’s in the Atrium: Practical Considerations

Before the First Group:

Fill pitchers, wine/water decantets, pipetting wotk, dampen sponges.
Folders and name tags out for the session. TAKE PICTURES
Ensure Attium is tidy — shelves in ordet. Make

Take attendance each atrium session .
Record your observations in a notebook whenever possible. Observation Notes
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Written observations atre invaluable to our work. (Write notes,

record responses of children to presentations, tecotd what presentations the

children have received that day.) '
During the Session:

o Participate in any full group presentations / prayer times.

I — pay particular attention to those not in presentations, intercept those
waiting for attention of catechist during presentations.

o Sit at Assistant chait and observe children. Wait here for child to come with request.

o Walk to a child to address him ot her. STAY LOW.

O Make eye contact and be at the child’s eye level.

© Avoid hovering over the children or interrupting the childten while they wotk. Give
help as needed, but then, allow the child space to wotk independently. If 2 child has
difficulty choosing wotk after a fair amount of time, offer him or her two distinct
choices of work: “Johin, would you like to artange flowers or prepare the prayer
tabler”
If the child answers with a third choice, that is fine as long as the wotk is approptiate
and available.

o If a wotk is already in use, you may give two choices to another child.
* “Linda, that work is not available right now. You could ask John if you may
observe with your eyes only, or would you like to find another wotk while

you wait.”
" “Joey that work is not available but while you ate waiting you can prepate the
altar.”
* “Excuse me. This is John’s work right now. You can use it when he puts it
away on the shelf.”
O Be ready to meet children’s needs when asked or if required. “Evety unnecessaty help is 2
~ hindrance.”
o Light the candles, invite the child to prayet by saying, “Is there anything you would
like to say to Jesus for this gift of ? Stay near (Don’t” hover) until

candles are extinguished.
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o Read a Scripture — But be careful that both you and the catechist are not doing
something at the same time, so that no one is watching the whole group overall.
Alternate with presentations/ reading Scripture

o Resist the urge to compliment and instead affirm that the child seems delighted with
he has done. “You seem so happy with your work. Did you enjoy doing it?” “Tell
me more about your wotk.” “Thank you for sharing that.”” “Look at the colots you
chosel”(See handout — How to not say “Good Job.”)

o In the atrium, be careful not to “quiz” children regarding what they know of the
materials. It may be fine to ask reflective questions and wonder with the child about
a Scripture passage. “What did you hear, what struck you? What did you like?
“How do you think Mary and Joseph felt holding baby Jesus for the first
time?” Talk with catechist with what they should do to follow up with work. (Level
IT and III)

o Ifyou notice a child handling material roughly or disrespectfully, you need to gently
intervene. A gently but firm reminder to the child is usually all that is needed. “So,
tell me about your work...” The child usually realizes that you know they are not
working propetly with the materials and gently say, “Please use them
appropriately or you will need to put them away.” After a direct correction,
move away from the child. Give the child a chance to comply with dignity. Later if
you notice the child has not complied on his or her own, you can return to the child
and invite him or her to please put the material away.

o Children are expected to go to the shelves to choose their work. They may wotk at a
table or on the floor with a mat under the materials. Some materials may not be
moved from their place in the attium. Instead the child stays with the material.
When finished, the child is expected to “restore” their work — (clean up or
straighten up the materials or return to shelf.) Sometimes you may have to
have a reminder for the child, “Jack, is your work ready for the next petson?
Or “Looks like you will need to clean the polish dish”. For younger children
more follow through and perhaps assistance will be needed.

© While the catechist gives a presentation, some children may still be working with
materials on their own. Assist these children as quietly as possible but be aware of
the catechist and the presentation. The presenting catechist may need help with a
disruptive child during the presentation by having you, the assistant, come and sit
behind or beside the child.

o Regarding distuptive children. Always use a quiet, gentle tone with the child. Redirect
the child to another activity, if possible. Sit behind the child or place the child by you
if helpful. A last resort is to lead the child out of the circle to the bench or another
part of the atrium and even to take a brief walk outside the atrium to allow the child
a chance to regain control. “Let me know when you are ready, and you can come
back in the atrium.” *
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ATRIUM ENVIRONMENT:

The atrium is not a classroom, SC: “it is a place of religious life’ whete children come to grow in
their relationship with God. It is a place of joy and peace, indications of spiritual growth. It is 2
spiritual retreat house where the child’s work is prayer, conversation with God.

Atrium environment will consist of several key areas of work:

Prayer Corner

Good Shepherd

Incarnation/ Geogtraphy

Eucharist

Art Expression

Kingdom of God - parables

Paschal Mystery — Cenacle, City of Jerusalem
Baptism

Level I — Exercises of Practical Life
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Level 11/ III
o Add: History of the Kingdom of God
o Bible Typology :
o Missal Work

For the older children: Meet and discuss with catechist the work of the children that will happen
that day following presentations given. *

Level III: Choose Two of the Four to complete

1. Make their own Plan of God

2. Make their own Missal

3. Make their own Propers Missal

4. Make their own Baptismal Missal

5. (Grade 5) — Complete a History of the Kingdom of God: My Place in It
Work Ideas:
See Card Material

Look up Sunday Gospel, Summarize, find two corresponding Scripture passages in Concordance
Select Virtue — write and define it in notebook. Practice it for the week
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© We expect the children to use quiet voices, to walk carefully, and to handle the
materials and their work in an orderly, respectful manner in the atrium. “Let’s
remember to use quiet voices in our atrium.”

© Help child choose wotk. If a child is disruptive or struggling to choose, limit the
choice: “Do you want to do this.or this?” ot “Please choose something from this
shelf.” If needed, invite child to wotk at a particular table or stay by your side as long
as necessaty.

o In group, sit beside child struggling to settle. Remove and help find individual work
if needed.

o If child is “pretending” with work, ask if they would like you to read the Scripture.

o If child is using a material he has not been shown remind him he can use anything he
has been shown and that you can tell the catechist this is a wotk he would like to be

shown.

End of the Day:

o *Grace and Couttesy to keep attiums tidy see - cleanup/straightening needs to be done
O The catechist and assistant should have a quick discussion on how things went in the atrtum
that day following the child’s dismissal.

o Take a moment to record what presentations the children had that day.



